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customary for employers to pay such expenses; and the head of any
executive department, which maintains permanent staffs of employees
in foreign countries where such custom does not exist, is -authorized,
upon finding that the immediate family of the deceased is destitute,
to make such payments within the limitations prescribed above to the
family, heirs-at-law, or persons responsible for the debts of the
deceased, as the officer in charge of the office abroad in which the
deceased was employed shall determine to be proper.

Approved, July 15, 1939.

[CHAPTER 287]
AN ACT

To amend section 4a of the Act entitled “An Act for making further and more
effectual provision for the national defense, and for other purposes”, approved
June 3, 1916, as amended.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That section 4a of
the Act entitled “An Act for making further and more effectual pro-
vision for the national defense, an§ for other purposes”, approved
June 3, 1916, as amended (41 Stat. 761), be, and the same is hereby,
amended by striking out the last clause thereof reading as follows:
“and shall take rank next below second lieutenants and among them-
selves according to the dates of their respective warrants” and insert-
ing in lieu thereof the following: “and all warrant officers, including
those of the Army Mine Planter Service, shall take rank next below
second lieutenants and among themselves according to the dates of
their respective warrants: Provided, That aboard their vessels, war-
rant officers of the Army Mine Planter Service shall take rank among
themselves, in the order, master, chief engineer, first ‘mate, assistant
engineer, second mate, each according to the date of appointment to
such rating”,

Approved, July 15, 1939.

[CHAPTER 288]
AN ACT
To amend an Act entitled “An Act to authorize the establishment of a permanent

ilr(nsstlrgggion staff at the United States Coast Guard Academy”, approved April

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That section T of
the Act of April 16, 1937 (50 Stat. 67; U, S. C., 1934 edition, Supp.
IV, title 14, sec. 15i1), is hereby amended by striking out the first
paragraph and inserting in lieu thereof the following :

“In addition to the Advisory Board, there shall be appointed in
January of each year a Board of Visitors to the Coast Guard Acad-
emy, which shall consist of two Senators and three Members of the
House of Representatives, appointed by the chairmen of the com-
mittees of the Senate and the House of Representatives, respectively,
having cognizance of legislation pertaining to the Coast Guard Acad-
emy, the chairmen of said committees being ex officio members of
the Board, and of one Senator and two Members of the House of
Representatives appointed by the President of the Senate and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, respectively : Provided,
That whenever a member or an ex officio member is unable to attend
the annual meeting as provided in paragraph (b) of this section
another member may be appointed 1n his stead in the manner as
herein provided but without restriction as to month of appointment.”

Approved, July 15, 1939.



